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Modern analogs were identified using the 
squared chord distance metric.
• Each depth compared with samples from North American Surface Sample Set (Whitmore 2005).
• Modern samples with a SCD less than or equal to 0.12 are considered to be analogs of past pollen 
assemblages.
• Many older samples do not have modern analogs because similar modern pollen assemblages are not 
observed.
• Ecosystem label for no analog samples comes from closest match in Surface Sample Set
• Surface data set is the source of climatic data
SCD = pi, j - pi,k( )
2
pi, j = proportion of pollen type i in sample j
pi,k = proportion of pollen type i in sample k
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